 (Edwards, 1972; Zamboni, 1972 
Spermatozoa were obtained by placing four pairs of epididymides in 0-5 ml medium 199M2 (Gwatkin & Andersen, 1973) (Gwatkin & Andersen, 1973) . Even in the presence of these secretions, pre¬ incubation with the cumulus oophorus increased the proportion of eggs which became penetrated. These results support the findings of Pavlok & McLaren (1972) , who observed a beneficial effect of cumulus cells on the fertilization of mouse ova in vitro by a suspension of epididymal spermatozoa from which the epididymal secretions were not removed.
